CHAPTER XXXIV
THACKERAY

WILLIAM MAKEPEACE THACKERAY inclined, both
by birth and temperament, towards the other end of
the social scale. He was born in India, in 1811, a year
before Dickens, and, unlike Dickens, received a full
better-class education at Charterhouse and at Trinity
College, Cambridge. For a while he did nothing in
particular, trying his hand at various professions,
including drawing and the law. Then, settling down to
journalism, he wrote for Punch, The Times, and other.-
journals. The appearance of Vanity Fair brought him
fame and fortune, and for the remaining fifteen years
of his life (he died early, at fifty-two) he enjoyed a
popularity second only to that of Dickens.

Thackeray was of a satirical turn of mind, with a
strong bias against the romantic in literature. He
might, all else being equal, have belonged to the Age
of Reason, in the literature of which he was deeply
versed. He disliked and ridiculed the romantic strain
in Scott, and in many writers of his own time.
Fielding was his model, and an excellent model for a
writer of his temperament: though it is probably to
Fielding's trick of stopping to reflect about his
characters that we owe the trick in Thackeray which
seems as irritating and as out-of-date as the senti-
mentality of Dickens : his trick of suddenly stepping
out of the pages of his book, and coming between us